Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Great Milton Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13th September 2010 

at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair), Phil Ashworth, Doug Colley, Peter Fewell and Christine Pepperell.

In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)

David Turner (County Councillor)

John Nowell-Smith (District Councillor)




4 members of the public were present

97/10
Apologies for Absence








Action:

Ken Rogers (Vice-Chair) and Ian Bradley were out of the country. 
98/10
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None

99/10
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

David Turner (DT) informed the meeting that there was one amendment to the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Monday 12th July 2010. The £30,000 raised by firefighters had been split between the Help for Heroes charity and the Fire Fighters Charity. This amendment was made and the minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record. This was proposed by Phil Ashworth (PA) seconded by Peter Fewell (PF) and agreed upon unanimously. 

100/10
Matters to Report
· The problem of overspill parking from Le Manoir onto Church Road has been resolved in the short term following an agreement with Countax for shared parking.
· There has been a good response to the Chair’s article in the Bulletin about canvassing opinion from the village through email.

· There are still a couple of people parking on the Green, despite notices having been left on windscreens. The Clerk is seeking advice from various bodies about further steps that can be taken by the Parish Council to protect the Green and further letters will be sent also. The plan to make repairs to the damaged Green and put in wooden posts is on hold until a village handyman is found.
JB
· The Open Spaces Society is advising the Parish Council about what legal options it has for resurfacing the Recreation Ground Access Way.



David Turner
· He will chase up the repairs due from Highways to potholes in Chilworth Lane and Oxen Piece and also the pavement area outside the shop.
· OCC is holding a series of meetings as part of its ‘Big Debate’ to enable the public to express a view on where budget cuts should be made. 
· Applications are invited to the Oxfordshire Stronger Communities Fund. The deadline is 11th January.
· Oxfordshire Highways is creating ‘area stewards’, enabling parishes to file a report and it be logged centrally. 
· The Government has just completed a consultation on whether local referendums should be held when Parish Councils increase Council Tax significantly through the precept.
(DT left the meeting.)
101/10
Correspondence and Public Discussion

The following items of correspondence were reviewed:
A

An Invitation to ORCC’s 90th Birthday AGM and Conference on Friday 8th October, entitled Rural Communities – thriving assets or expensive liabilities?

B
OCC had written with details of its Big Debate public meetings.

C

Review of Subsidised Bus Services – briefing from OCC and offer of support from ORCC. The Transport Team at OCC is reviewing Subsidised Bus Services in our area through a local consultation. This will be passed onto the Parish Plan team which is already consulting in the parish about local transport. The support from ORCC will not be needed. 
SH

James Cunningham (JC), Chair of the Board of School Governors, introduced Fiona Feeney, the new Headteacher of Great Milton School. He reported that the school is unable to proceed with the proposed development work due to the delays in the planning process. The school missed out on funding because initial Government cuts targeted unsigned contracts. The Governors are still waiting for the review by central Government of funding for Children's Centre buildings, but are now working on the basis that "no news is bad news" and as such are reviewing how best to replace the temporary classrooms, one of the core items of the original building project.  JC noted his disappointment that the 154 children who attend Great Milton CofE Primary School (and those in the years to follow) will not benefit from improved and upgraded facilities that the original plan offered.
The Chair instigated a discussion about possible alternative sources of funding for the school buildings and Councillors expressed that they were looking forward to working with the Governors and the new Head in the future for the benefit of the school. 

Andy Noble (AN), Chair of the Recreation Ground Management Committee reported that the Pavilion Refurbishment Project is underway. The project is on schedule and Little Owls had been able to open on time. The windows and roof will be worked on at half term and the aim is for the toilets to be completed by Firework Night. Thanks were offered to AN, Richard Pearce, Emily Johns and all those involved for their efforts on behalf of the village. 
102/10
Planning Applications
A
The following Planning Applications were considered:

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning applications should be APPROVED by South Oxfordshire District Council:

Chilworth Farm, Great Milton, OX44 7JH. P10/W1066. First floor extension and alterations to listed building, to include new door and window openings.

Chilworth Farm, Great Milton, OX44 7JH. P10/W1067/LB. Listed building consent for the same.
Chilworth House School, Thame Road, Wheatley, OX33 1JP. P10/W1159. Demolition of existing store buildings. Erection of replacement buildings as additional school accommodation in connection with special day school.
The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Great Milton, OX44 7NF. P10/W1124. Replacement of existing roof material with "Athy Ecoslate" and the creation of two doors to allow access to the sport changing rooms from outside.
(John Nowell-Smith arrived at the meeting).

Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning applications should be REFUSED by South Oxfordshire District Council:
Brook Bank, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PB. P10/W0636 (Amended)
The views of the PC remain unchanged, despite the amendments. This case will be heard by the OCC Planning Committee on 22nd September. PA will inform the affected residents about the Planning Committee meeting. The Clerk will ensure that John Nowell-Smith has all the details. 
PA/JB
B
To review the following Planning Decisions received:

Planning permission has been GRANTED by OCC for the proposed development at Great Milton C of E Primary School, subject to a number of conditions. County Council reference R3.0188/09. District Council reference P09/W0843/CC.


Planning permission has been GRANTED by OCC for Coombe Farm, Chilworth Road, Great Milton, OX44 7NZ. R3.0035/10. Change of use from pasture to parking area for use by Great Milton CE Primary School for a temporary period until 31st January 2012.
C
An update was reported on the following outstanding application:
Views Farm, Windmill Hill, Great Milton

The retrospective application for change of use of land and buildings to use for storage, manufacture and ancillary sale of stone products will be going to OCC Planning Committee on 22nd September.
103/10
Pegswell Lane
A
Councillors met on site in advance of the meeting to discuss the proposed work at this site. Three quotations have been received and range from £5,000 to £11,000. It was agreed to apply for funding for this conservation project and if unsuccessful, a wire fence will suffice to delineate boundaries. It was agreed that once a Village Handyman is found, the wire fence will be put up. The Clerk will obtain an application form for the Stronger Communities Fund. 
SH/JB
104/10
SODC Grant Agreement for the Pavilion Refurbishment
A
It was resolved that members of the Parish Council would sign the South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) Grant Agreement Contract for the refurbishment of the Pavilion, as required of the Parish Council as Custodian Trustee of the Recreation Ground. This was proposed by PA, seconded by PF and agreed upon unanimously. This minute was approved and signed immediately in order to provide evidence to SODC that this had been formally agreed. 
AN
105/10
Review of The Bulletin Advertising Rates

A
The Clerk had circulated proposed new advertising rates from the Bulletin Advertising Manager for an A5 format Bulletin plus rates for other local village newsletters for comparison. After careful consideration it was resolved to adopt the proposed rates of £5 for a quarter page, £10 for a half page and £20 for a full page, on the condition that this be reviewed if income drops significantly as a result. This was proposed by PA, seconded by Christine Pepperell (CP) and agreed unanimously. The cost of a colour back page advert is still to be agreed as further information is required from the printer. 
JB
106/10
Grass Cutting Contracts

A
A request from Little Milton Parish Council was considered. It was agreed to go ahead with the proposed exercise to ask contractors to quote for cutting Little Milton, Great Haseley and Great Milton Parishes as well as for an individual parish, to see whether there are savings to be made. The Clerk will liaise with the other Parishes about obtaining quotes for the 2011-12 for the Recreation Ground and will also contact Berinsfield about the level of service currently provided for the verges.
JB
107/10
Replacement Litter Bin for the Green

Various options for replacing the litter bin on the Green were considered, both from SODC and external suppliers. It was proposed by PF and seconded by Doug Colley (DC) to ask SODC to supply and install a bin with a fixed concrete base at a cost of £165 for the bin, and approximately £25 for labour plus the cost of the concrete. It was resolved that the Council should incur this expenditure in accordance with its powers under the Litter Act 1983.
JB
108/10
Financial Resolutions
A
The payment of the funds held by the PC for the Pavilion Refurbishment project to the Great Milton Recreation Ground Management Committee (GMRGMC) was approved. This included donations from villagers held on behalf of the Committee, totalling £1,890, and grants of £6,590 paid in accordance with the Council’s powers under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to provide and equip premises for indoor sport or physical recreation, or for the use of clubs having athletic, social or recreational objects, and to contribute towards the expenses of another local authority or voluntary organisation in providing such facilities.


This was proposed by PF, seconded by DC and agreed upon unanimously. The Clerk notified the meeting that she had transferred £8,480 from the Business 30 day notice account into the current account for this purpose. 

B
The following cheques were authorised for payment. This was proposed by PF, seconded by DC and agreed upon unanimously.

GMRGMC. Pavilion project. £1,890.


GMRGMC. Pavilion project. £6,590.


Joanna Botha. Salary. £307.33


Joanna Botha. Reimbursement for Open Spaces Society Membership. £40.00


Manuel Stone. Editorial services. £50.00



Mike Henson Presentations. Annual web updates. £517.00


Countrywide. Rec cuts 15th and 30th July. £176.25

Berinsfield. Verge cuts 10th June and 29th July. £458.26

C

The Finance Action Plan drawn up from the Internal Auditor’s recommendations was reviewed.
D
The NALC’s Model Financial Regulations amended by the Clerk and CP for Great Milton Parish Council were reviewed. Several points were highlighted for revision. A final version will be circulated for approval at the next meeting. 
JB/CP
109/10
Any Other Business
A quote for an hourly rate had been received by Graeme Kimber who is willing to act as a village handyman until a replacement can be found for Les Preston. The Clerk will advertise for a new handyman in The Bulletin.
JB
Lychgate Lane needs strimming. The Clerk will report this to Highways.
JB
Bushes are overhanging the footpath that leads down to the Recreation Ground. 
AN
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

The next Great Milton Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 11th October 2010 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.

Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________

Date:      ________________________________________

